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HUBZone program

The HUBZone program fuels small business growth in historically underutilized business zones with a goal of
awarding at least 3% of federal contract dollars to HUBZone-certified companies each year.
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Program benefits

The government limits competition for certain contracts to businesses in historically underutilized business zones. It also gives preferential
consideration to those businesses in full and open competition.

Joining the HUBZone program makes your business eligible to compete for the program’s set-aside contracts. HUBZone-certified businesses
also get a 10% price evaluation preference in full and open contract competitions.

HUBZone-certified businesses can still compete for contract awards under other socio-economic programs they qualify for.

HUBZone program qualifications

To qualify for the HUBZone program, your business must:

Be a small business according to SBA size standards

Be at least 51% owned and controlled by U.S. citizens, a Community Development Corporation, an agricultural cooperative, an Alaska
Native corporation, a Native Hawaiian organization, or an Indian tribe

Have its principal office located in a HUBZone*

An official website of the United States government Here’s how you know
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https://www.sba.gov/
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Have at least 35% of its employees living in a HUBZone*

You can find the full qualification criteria in Title 13 Part 126 Subpart B of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). 

HUBZone map

The HUBZone map changed on July 1, 2023. Check the new HUBZone map now to determine whether your principal office and employees are
located in a HUBZone. Your firm’s eligibility to participate in the program might be impacted if your principal office is located, or your employees
reside, in an area that no longer qualifies as a HUBZone. Learn how to navigate the updated HUBZone map.

Every five years the HUBZone program is required to update the HUBZone designations to ensure the program continues to serve the
communities that are most in need of assistance. Most areas stay the same but some change. The 2023 map will be updated again in July 2028
to reflect changes to Qualified Census Tracts (QCTs) and Qualified Non-Metropolitan Counties (QNMCs), in 2026 to reflect expiring Redesignated
Areas, and throughout any year to reflect new and expiring Governor-designated covered areas and Qualified Disaster Areas as appropriate.
Learn about the different types of HUBZone Designations.

Certified HUBZone firms that are no longer eligible as of July 1, 2023 due to the map change may continue to participate in the HUBZone
program through their following annual recertification.

SBA is committed to helping all current HUBZone firms during this transition. For additional questions, contact your local SBA district office or
email the HUBZone Help Desk.

Apply to get certified as a HUBZone small business

Before you can participate in the HUBZone program, you must be certified by SBA. Review the Top Tips for HUBZone Certification Tip Sheet and
take these steps to get HUBZone certified. You can also find information about the program and eligibility guidelines in SBA's latest FAQ.

1. Make sure you have a SAM.gov account.

2. Register for an SBA Connect account and request access to the HUBZone portal. View the instructional video.

3. Apply for HUBZone certification in the HUBZone portal. Log in to SBA Connect and select “HUBZone” before completing the prompts.

4. Check your email (including spam folder) for time-sensitive instructions to electronically verify your application within 2 business days.

5. Submit all requested supporting documentation within three business days; your submission cannot be assigned for eligibility review until
all required documents are submitted. Be prepared to respond to requests for additional information from the HUBZone team within 5
business days. Failure to do so may result in a decline or withdraw of your application.

The new HUBZone map is official as of
July 1, 2023
If your small business is located in a designated HUBZone, it may be eligible for set-aside
government contracts.

Enter your address

https://maps.certify.sba.gov/hubzone/map
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-13/part-126
https://maps.certify.sba.gov/hubzone/map
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AaFtTbcNE-c
https://www.sba.gov/brand/assets/sba/resource-partners/HUBZone-DesignationsFlyer.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-locations/sba-district-offices
mailto:hubzone@sba.gov
https://www.sba.gov/brand/assets/sba/resource-partners/hubzone-app-top-tips-508.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/brand/assets/sba/resource-partners/hubzone-program-improvements-faq-508.pdf
https://www.sam.gov/
https://connect.sba.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zf1yqz5x1dk
https://connect.sba.gov/
https://www.sba.gov/document/support-hubzone-supporting-documents-checklist
https://maps.certify.sba.gov/hubzone/map#center=39.828200,-98.579500&zoom=5


11/9/23, 11:11 AM HUBZone program | U.S. Small Business Administration

https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/hubzone-program 3/4

6. Check that your status was updated in DSBS and SAM. Within 48 hours of your approval, SBA will automatically update your status in DSBS
and SAM.

Read the instructions carefully to make sure you provide all the necessary information.

NEW ELIGIBILITY WORKBOOK TOOL!

SBA is testing a new eligibility workbook tool designed to help applicants organize, calculate, and present information related to their principal
office and employee residency. Filling out the workbook tool and uploading it as part of your application will help expedite SBA’s review of your
HUBZone application. We will be collecting feedback about the tool via email to hubzone@sba.gov. If you wish to utilize the workbook, please
follow the link above, download it in Excel to your computer, input the information using the instructions on the first tab, save your completed
workbook to your computer, and upload it with the other required documents as part of your application submission. If you have questions
about the workbook tool, reach out to hubzone@sba.gov or join one of our open calls every Tuesday and Thursday from 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. ET
via toll-free number:  208-391-5817; Conference ID: 278 449 067, where members of our team answer questions to help firms navigate the
certification process.

Document checklists

There is a new and improved supporting documents checklist.
You will be required to submit different supporting documentation based on your ownership structure.

Maintain HUBZone certification

You’ll need to recertify for the HUBZone program once a year. There is no limit to the length of time a business can participate as long as it
continues to qualify. A program examination will be required at least every three years.

HUBZone businesses must notify SBA if their business is involved in a merger or acquisition or if HUBZone residency drops below 20% while
performing on a HUBZone contract. 

SBA may visit HUBZone businesses unannounced and conduct program examinations to verify the accuracy of any certification made or
information provided as part of the HUBZone application or recertification process. For more information about continuing eligibility, view the
Recertification Fact Sheet.

Need help?

 

Office of the HUBZone program
409 3rd St. SW, Suite 8800
Washington, DC 20416
Email: hubzone@sba.gov

Get weekly information on eligibility assistance
Members of the HUBZone team answer questions on a weekly basis to help firms navigate the certification process.

When Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. ET

How Find a local number, or call 208-391-5817 and enter conference ID #278449067

For PDF versions of information about the HUBZone program, read the What to Know About the HUBZone Program Fact Sheet and the latest
FAQ.

Find more information about the HUBZone map changes and our HUBZone Map Changes: What You Need to Know flyer.

HUBZone information for contracting professionals.

https://www.sba.gov/document/support-hubzone-eligibility-workbook
mailto:hubzone@sba.gov
mailto:hubzone@sba.gov
https://www.sba.gov/document/support-hubzone-supporting-documents-checklist
https://www.sba.gov/brand/assets/sba/resource-partners/HUBZone-ProgramExaminations-508.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/brand/assets/sba/resource-partners/hz-recertification-factsheet-508.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-locations/headquarters-offices/office-hubzone-program
mailto:hubzone@sba.gov
https://dialin2.lync.com/ce93c969-15b4-40a4-955a-df7f23cda5b2
https://www.sba.gov/brand/assets/sba/resource-partners/hubzone-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/brand/assets/sba/resource-partners/hubzone-program-improvements-faq-508.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/brand/assets/sba/resource-partners/hubzone-program-improvements-faq-508.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/brand/assets/sba/resource-partners/HUBZone-MapChange-QA.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/brand/assets/sba/resource-partners/HUBZone-MapChanges-Flyer-508.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/partners/contracting-officials/contracting-program-administration/hubzone-administration
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